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STILLINGFLEET PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD REMOTELY  

6 AUGUST 2020  

 

20028 Welcome and Apologies: 

The Chair welcomed all those attending the remote meeting as follows:  

Councillors: Paul Elmhirst, John Cook, Lesley Collingridge, James Atkinson, 

Sally Lewis, Terry Harrison, Richard Daniel. 

Clerk: Ruth Swales 

Public: Jonathan Foy. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Swinglehurst and Cllr Brooks. 

 

20029 Declarations of Interests:  

There were no declarations of interest from anyone present. 

 

20030 Public participation: 

Nothing was raised during the time allotted for public participation. 

 

Statutory Annual Meeting business 

20031 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council 

Cllr Elmhirst was elected as Chairman for the year. 

Cllr Cook was elected as Vice-Chairman for the year. 

Both have been asked to sign their acceptance of office declaration. 
   

20032.1 Elections to the following offices were approved: 

a)  Council’s Internal Controllers: Cllr Daniel, Cllr Brooks. 

b) Village Institute Committee Representative: Cllr Harrison 

c)  YLCA Representatives: Cllr Elmhirst and Cllr Cook.   

d) Bank Account signatories: Cllr Elmhirst, Cllr Lewis and Cllr Atkinson. 

 

20032.2 The following were confirmed as Lead Councillors for: 

a)  Parish Field: Cllr Elmhirst and Cllr Atkinson. 

b) Conservation: Cllr Elmhirst 

c) Police Matters: Cllr Harrison 

d) Lighting: Cllr Cook, Cllr Harrison 

e) Defibrillator maintenance: Cllr Harrison and Cllr Lewis 

 

20032.3 Committee members were confirmed as: 

a) Play Area Committee: Cllrs Elmhirst, Cook, Collingridge and Lewis 

b) Village Green Committee: Cllrs Elmhirst, Daniel, Cook and Atkinson. 

c) Employment Committee: Cllrs Elmhirst, Cook and Collingridge. 

d) Policy Review Committee: Cllrs Elmhirst and Cook and Clerk Swales 

20033 Review of Policies: 

In accordance with the annual statutory requirement and the recommendations 

of the Policy Review Committee, Council considered the adequacy of the 

Council’s policies and re-approved the following policies without any changes:   

• Standing Orders • Financial Regulations • Code of Conduct • Complaints 

Procedure • FOI and Publication Scheme • Data Protection • Security Incident 

Response • Subject Access Request • Records Management. 
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20034 Business Continuity Plan: 

Council noted that in accordance with YLCA advice a business continuity plan 

has been drawn up and RESOLVED to adopt it, with a copy of all essential 

information and the plan to be held by the Chairman and the Clerk in case of 

future reference. 

 

20035 GDPR requirements: 

20035.1 As Data Controller under the GDPR regulations, Council RESOLVED to pay 

the data protection fee to the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) - the 

tier 1 fee for data controllers with up to 10 members of staff being £40. 

20035.2 Council noted that all Councillors have checked their contact details and 

renewed their consent for these personal details to be held for the purposes of 

conducting council business. 

 

 Ordinary Meeting Business 

20036 Minutes from last meeting: 

Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting 

held on 21 May 2020. 

 

20037 Matters Arising from the last meeting: 

Council received information on the following ongoing issues and decided 

further action where necessary:  

20037.1 Village Green:  

i Cllr Elmhirst informed Council that he had been in touch with the solicitors 

acting for the purchaser/developer of the Fearndale site advising them that 

the required easement to allow the doubling of the width of the access 

across the verge would cost £3,500 + VAT. 

 ii The developer of the Fearndale site has also enquired about any easement 

necessary re laying new drains over the Green.  Council RESOLVED to 

send them the Council’s drains policy. 

iii Council RESOLVED to approach the Drainage Board to ask them whether 

they would consider weed wiping the dense growth of docks along the 

dredged margins of the beck. 

20037.2 Land Registry applications: 

 Cllr Elmhirst advised that the necessary papers had been submitted to register 

the title for the Village Institute and the Charity Field. Their response is 

awaited. 

 

20038 Foul water leakage: 

Cllr Elmhirst updated Council on the concerns about the foul water leakage 

evident on the Green opposite Heron’s Flight.  Council RESOLVED to 

contact the Environmental Officer at Selby District Council to ascertain what 

help they could provide to further the investigations into establishing 

responsibility for repair. 

 

20039 Public sewage system proposal: 

i. Following discussions with Selby D.C. over leaking pipes and effluent 

drainage problems on the green, the Parish Council has been approached by 

Yorkshire Water who may have a duty to provide a public sewer for the 

village under s101a of the Water Industry Act 1991. 
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ii. The first step has to be an assessment of the project by Yorkshire Water 

which might take a year to complete. 

iii.  Council RESOLVED to request an assessment by Yorkshire Water. 

iv. Details of the scheme will only be known when the assessment has been 

completed, but Yorkshire Water have agreed to attend a public meeting to 

announce their findings once the survey has been completed. If the scheme 

was to go ahead the cost of mains drainage would be met by Yorkshire 

Water. Individuals would have to meet the cost of their connection to the 

main. 

v. Council RESOLVED to call a public meeting when the assessment has 

been completed and for Yorkshire Water to present the assessment at 

which meeting their representative would answer questions. The Council 

would then decide how to respond to those findings. 

 

20040. Police Matters: This month’s Police Report from PC Collins had been 

circulated to Councillors.  Aside from the continuing problems of speeding 

motorbikes there were no other issues to consider. 

20041. Planning Matters: Council received information and updates on the 

following: 

 

20041.1 Stillingfleet Mine Site 

- To date Council have not been advised of a date for the postponed planning 

hearing into the  proposed change of use of part of the former coal mine 

site, Escrick Road, Stillingfleet. – ref: NY/2016/0251/FUL. Cllr Elmhirst 

will contact Cllr Musgrave for an update. 

 

20041.2 Recent planning decisions: 

- The crown reduction by 30% of a sycamore tree at Carrick Cottage, York 

Road, YO19 6SJ has been permitted (Ref: 2020/0436/TCA). 

 

20041.3 Recent planning applications: (full details of each can be found on the Selby 

DC planning public access site under each reference no.) 

- Erection of a single storey rear extension to Barnbrook Annex, The Green, 

(ref: 2020/0565/HPA).  Council had no observations to submit. 

- Amended Plans re the re-development of the farmstead at Hill Top Farm to 

include the demolition of outbuildings and barns and the erection of a 

dwelling (ref: 2020/0371/FUL) – Council’s objection has been lodged in 

respect of part of the proposed building being outside the village envelope. 

Decision awaited. 

- Amended plans re the proposed demolition of the existing bungalow and 

commercial garage and erection of a replacement dwelling and 3 detached 

houses with garages on the Stillingfleet Service Station site (ref: 

2020/0340/FUL) – Council’s objection has been lodged re high density 

with 4 proposed new buildings. Decision awaited. 

- Proposal for the crown raise by 15% to a sycamore tree, the felling of a 

yew tree, the felling of a conifer and the crown reduction by 2 meters to a 

yew tree in St Helen’s churchyard (ref 2020/0672/TCA).  Council have 

submitted their support.   
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20042 Covid19 Support Grant: 

 Council noted that, during the period when Amy Sinclair was providing 

support to self-isolating residents by organising a local fruit and vegetable 

stall, donations from residents amounting to £185 were received and that Amy 

has kindly donated the surplus to the village charity fund.  As a result Amy 

will be reimbursed for her expenses of £364.20 (£300 from Covid grant and 

£64.20 from donations).  A net £120.80 will be credited to the ByeLaw Field 

account. 

 

20043 Financial Matters:  

20043.1 Council received a report from the Clerk/RFO re recent receipts and closing 

balances,  

Recent receipts: 

Northern Powergrid re wayleave agreements £247.24 

Donations towards fruit & veg stall £64.20 

  

 Closing balances as at 31 July 2020: 

Parish Council current account                                           £9,490.77 

Parish Council NS& I account                                            £5,083.37 

 

20043.2 Councillors Daniel and Brooks have been asked to approve the bank 

reconciliation as at 31 July 2020. 

 

20043.3 Council RESOLVED to make the following payments: 

 

Data Protection fee to the ICO £40.00 

HMRC re Clerk’s tax (May/June) £38.60 

Solutions for payroll £12.05 

David Atkinson re haymaking £2,388.00 

Amy Sinclair re Covid19 support  £364.20 

Council noted payment of Clerk’s salary for May & June 

 

20043.4 Budgeting: 

- Council reviewed the predicted outturn for year ending 31 March 2020 

against the 2020/21 budget and considered the explanation of any 

projected material variances (i.e. greater than £100 or 15% above/below 

budget).  

- Council noted that expenditure to replace one street light with an LED 

upgrade at a cost of £710 + VAT had been included in the predicted 

outturn.  However as it was considered that should the Council replace 

lights before any failure then the Council could have to also pay for 

replacing the wooden lighting pole with a metal alternative which would 

greatly increase the cost.  Therefore Council decided to only consider 

replacement/such expenditure in the event of a street needing repair. 

- Council noted that the predicted budget shortfall of £1,868 could be met 

from Council’s current account reserves recognising that the predicted 
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shortfall includes £1,150 of commitments made (but not spent) in the 

previous financial year. 

 

20044 Charity update: 

20044.1 Council noted that the balance on the ByeLaw Field Charity account as at 31 

July 2020 stands at £7,177.97 

 

20044.2 Parish funded 42 Bus service: 

- Council noted that the accounts for the Parish funded 42 bus service for 

2019-2020 indicated that Stillingfleet’s contribution to those costs based 

upon its precept will be £120.89. 

- Council RESOLVED to pay Stillingfleet’s contribution towards the 2019-

20 funding of the bus service from the ByeLaw Field charity account. 

 

20045. Dates of future Meetings: 

 The date of the next ordinary meeting of the Council was confirmed as 

Thursday 1 October 2020 at 7.00pm. 

 

 

Signed as an accurate 

record of the meeting 

held on 6 August 2020 

PAUL ELMHIRST 

CHAIRMAN 

 

1 October 2020 

 

 

 

 


